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“The Call”...
Then, JOHN

Happy New Year! I pray that 2018 will
be a year of great blessing and meaning for
you, your family, and for our congregation!

From the pulpit, I will begin the year with a
focus on The Calll It begins on Jan. 7th
with “The Call of the Star” as we follow
the wise men to the manger. Whoever
knew a star could be so powerful?

On Jan. 14t Tl preach on “The Call thru
Water” as we celebrate the traditional Sun-
day for the baptism of our Lord. How was
Christ changed by baptism? How are we?

On Jan. 215t we will ordain and install our
new elders and deacons. On that Sunday,
I'll preach on “The Call to Serve.”

Then on Jan. 28, after our nation has
marked another MLLK Holiday (join the
Raytown celebration on Jan. 14t at
RaySouth HS at 4 p.m.!), I will preach on
“The Call for Racial Healing.” What
role can BRPC play in addressing this

societal wound in our own community?

And then, I will heed the call to take a
break for the first two weeks of February!
I'll spend one week on vacation and one
week on study leave to prepare for the Len-
ten season. Bill Tammeus will fill the pulpit
on Feb. 11t Bill is an elder at Second
Presbyterian Church, a former columnist
for the KC Star Religion page, and author
most recently of “The 1Value of Doubt: Why
Unanswered Questions, Not Unquestioned An-
swers, Build Faith.” We are confirming our
pulpit supply person for Feb. 4.

This year, across the Lenten season which
runs from Feb. 14t thru April 15, we will
embark together on an in-depth study of
the gospel that stands alone — the Gospel of
John. We will delve deeply into this gospel
in at least three ways.

Preaching John. I will offer a seven week
sermon series (thru the Sunday after Easter)
that will focus on seven key themes from
John’s gospel

Studying John. I will lead a 7-week adult
Bible study class on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. with
assistance from other adult volunteers and
based on a study guide by the John scholar
N.T. Wright. These classes will complement,
undergird and amplify the preaching messages
each week.

Writing & Praying John. As a congregation,
we will undertake a new Lenten discipline.
Across the month of January, we will create
our own 53-day Lenten devotional (extending
to April 7) based on select passages that I
have highlighted from the gospel of John. I
am inviting everyone in the congregation to --
singly or with a partner -- pick one of the
highlighted passages, to pray upon it, and then
write a personal reflection for our Lenten de-
votional. I will post all the John passages in
the narthex this Sunday and will email them as
well. Passages will go to the first person who
signs up for them. I’'m sure you have ques-
tions. I'll offer more guidance during worship
and in a further written communication.

I pray that this Lenten journey through the
gospel of John will be a uniquely moving faith
experience for you as we walk together to the
cross and beyond.

“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book. But these
are written so that you may come to believe that |esus

is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through be-
lieving you may have life in his name.” John 20:30-31

Peace and grace,

Pastor Pat




Session at Work While we are

still in the
Christmas
season, we are
also planning
(or dreaming)
what 2018 will
bring.

For me, I am hoping to be more mobile. I know hop-
ing won't do it for me. I know I have to work on it.
As I'm sitting here writing this, my knees are hurting
from a round of physical therapy. It may be painful,
but I know it's beneficial and I will be more mobile
soon.

Your session this past year had two retreats where
we examined the strengths and weaknesses of BRPC.
Just as we have many excellent qualities personally,
we have areas where we have fallen short. So it is
with us as a group. But if we keep Christ at the cen-
ter of our collective lives, we have an excellent
chance of reaching solutions. We are working on
tweaking these goals and will report on them fully in
the New Year.

At the session meeting in December, we met with
our new officers and interviewed them for their ex-
pectations as officers and leaders of our church. We
are pleased with what we heard. Of course, they are
leaders. That means to accomplish the goals the
2017 session made, they will do their best to lead
the congregation. It will take all of us to work to-
wards our motto of Building Relationships with Peo-
ple in Christ.

The company who owned and leased us the solar
panels on our roofs has sold our panels to a new
solar company (Clean Capital). Given our dissatisfac-
tion with our level of savings to date with the panels,
the property committee re-negotiated the contract
with Clean Capital which resulted in a 10% reduction
of our monthly lease payments plus agreement from
Clean Capital to remove and reinstall the panels free
of charge during our upcoming roof repair on the
flat roof. The session will have the task of determin-
ing the source for the funding of the roof repairs.

Many of the congregation will be asked to help with
the GROW Conference sponsored by our presbytery
and hosted by BRPC on Saturday, January 20th. The
goal of the conference is to equip churches to thrive!
The Fellowship Committee has plans for the luncheon.
Our members will be cooking and serving the meal.
(We receive a budget for this from Presbytery.) Our
men will be directing parking. Fortunately, this is on a
Saturday so we will be able to use parking at the
school. Our members will be serving as hosts, directing
folks to various classrooms. And of course, there are
sessions that will aid officers and staff or anyone inter-
ested, in learning additional ways we can make our
church stronger.

Two members of the session that have completed their
term. We want to thank Jim Bagby and Lynn Forsythe
for their service as officers. We know that they will con-
tinue to serve the church and Christ.

I wish you all a Happy New Year, a one that we can
continue to grow in Christ here at BRPC.

Avis Odenbaugh, Clerk of Session

Deacon Corner

A big thank you to Bob Jones, Angela McCorkle, Con-
nie Oliver and Erica Donaldson who have completed
their term as Deacons. Welcome to Shelley Melewski,
Sally Ingram, Peggy Sinden, and Jane Nutt along with
Angela McCorkle and Connie Oliver (who have agreed
to serve another term).

I am looking forward to another )’ \
T , N
great year working with all the /GOdS \

Deacons to reach out and sup- W i

port the BRPC church family
Mike Schumacher,

Deacon Moderator
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SUNDAY SCHOOL Everyone is invited and welcome
to attend Sunday School as we learn and grow to-
gether. Come and add your knowledge and experi-
ences so we can learn from one another!! Hope

you plan to attend as Sunday School and Sunday
Worship really do go hand in hand.

K-4"™ grades will begin a new unit study on Abraham
and Sarah, the Promise Travelers. By trusting in
God's promises, Abraham and Sarah show children
how they can lead a faithful and obedient life.
Throughout the unit, the children will also under-
stand that God is faithful and keeps God's promises.

5-8"™ grades will explore Let's. Keep. Going. And learn
that faith isn't just something for the start of the
Christian life. It keeps going and growing. They will
continue to understand that the gospel is all about
God making them into who He meant them to be all
along.

9-12" grades will explore Porn is a Trap; Your Past
Doesn't Have to Define You; Why You Need People;
and Why People Need you and Your Gifts.

Adults will begin a book
study on The Top Ten List for
Christians — Priorities for Faith-
ful Living by James W. Moore.
Jim Moore says that the first

and best Top Ten list is called
the Ten Commandments and is just as relevant today
as it was in ancient times. This book offers a
“contemporary” Top Ten list of important things for
Christians to remember as we make our way through
life's journey. Acknowledging that we all need guide-
posts to help us along the way, Moore offers ten witty
and wise reminders of the real priorities in life — God's
priorities for faithful living. These uplifting reminders
— along with a number of warm inspirational stories
and anecdotes — will encourage us to live each day
with faith, hope, love, joy, trust, and commitment so
that we may live purposefully and in celebration,
trusting in God's faithfulness.

Bible Study will continue
studying the books of the
Bible at 9:00 — 9:30 AM
with Charlie Chick leading
the discussions. Come to
share in this rich study of
the Word!

THE NURSERY IS OPEN !

Sunday mornings,
9:15 AM - 12:15 PM

Nursery ages: Infants - 2nd grade
Nursery Supervisor: Kerri McCorkle
along with BRPC volunteers
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